
  THINK POSITIVE!  

  

BE POSITIVE! 

 

MAKE A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION! 

 

Law abiding behaviour 
 
1. Read the article below. 

 

2. List the ways in which the children and young people mentioned in the article 

are   not behaving in a ‘law abiding’ way. 

 

3. Decide what could be done to help the children, young people and adults who 

live on the estate. 

 

4. Write a charter for young people outlining what ‘law abiding behaviour’ is. 

 

 

Where the law abiding live behind locked doors 

 

Jak is 14. He is clinging to the top of a lamppost, shaking it. The 

lamppost swings back and forwards under his weight. He is carrying a 

hammer and aims it at the light. This is life on Hill Top estate. Many 

houses lie empty and boarded up. Mattresses, fridges, tyres, 

shopping trolleys litter the roads and gardens. Many of the houses 

have gaping holes in the roofs, stripped of tiles and lead by gangs of 



young people. It’s so bad the remaining families cannot have visitors. 

Cars are broken into, verbal and physical abuse is common. One 

elderly man had his front windows broken by a gang of children – the 

oldest was about 12. Cars are burnt out every night, walls are 

covered with graffiti. Gangs of children and young people 

wander at will and terrorise those who dare to object to their 

behaviour. Two weeks ago a family were watching their TV at 9pm 

when their bedrooms were broken into. The youths had climbed the 

drain pipes and climbed in through open windows before making off 

with anything they considered valuable. ‘It’s like this all the time and 

we live in total fear. Locked doors and windows don’t stop them.’ One 

boarded up house is sprayed with the words ‘Luxury house to let. 

Apply within.’ 

 

List ways in which young people are not 

behaving in a law abiding way 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What could be done to help children, young 

people and adults who live on the estate? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is law abiding behaviour? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


